	
	

Purpose and Parameters of Key Instruments under the Queensland Planning framework

	Tool
	Purpose
	Parameters
	Lead role in preparation
	Is it required?
	Does it deal 
with impacts? 
	Does it deal 
with benefits?

	Social Impact Assessment
(SIA)
	A process that identifies, analyses and assesses social impacts of a proposed development that is subject to the community benefit system.
	The requirements for social impact assessment reports are established by s.106W of the Planning Act 2016.
The Social Impact Assessment Guideline is a statutory instrument established under s.106W(2) of the Planning Act 2016. 
A social impact assessment report must address the following key matters:
· Community and stakeholder engagement
· Workforce management
· Housing and accommodation
· Local business and industry procurement
· Health and community wellbeing
	Proponent
Local governments have a lead engagement and collaboration role in the SIA process. 
Section 3.1.4 of the Supplementary material for assessing and managing the social impacts of projects under the Social Impact Assessment Guideline identifies 4 levels of involvement that can be chosen by a local government – Limited, Low, Medium and High. 
Section 3.1.5.1 of the Supplementary material provides guidance for proponents to actively engage with local governments. 
	Yes. A social impact assessment report is required for any development identified in s.51F of the Planning Regulation 2017.
A social impact assessment report is required for the following development:
· Solar farm 1MW or more of output
· Wind farm
· Battery storage facilities 50MW or more of output

The Chief Executive under the Planning Act 2016 (currently the DG of DSDIP) can waive the requirement for a social impact assessment report in certain circumstances under s.106ZE of the Planning Act 2016. 
	Yes. Social impacts are defined by ss.106R and 106S of the Planning Act 2016. 


	No. A social impact assessment report may be used as context information to assist with identifying social impacts and in turn the identification of community benefit opportunities. 



	Social Impact Management Plan 
(SIMP)
	A plan that identifies management measures through a social impact assessment process. 
	Requirements for a social impact management plan are identified in the Social Impact Assessment Guideline, a statutory instrument under the Planning Act 2016.
The development of a social impact management plan is optional for a social impact assessment process undertaken under the Planning Act 2016 but is considered leading practice for the implementation of management measures identified through a social impact assessment. 
	Proponent
Local Governments have an engagement role in the SIMP process. 


	No. A social impact management plan is optional for a social impact assessment process undertaken under the Planning Act 2016. 
A social impact management plan is considered best practice for the implementation of any management measures identified through a social impact assessment.
	Yes. Social impacts are defined by ss.106R and 106S of the Planning Act 2016. 

	No. A social impact management plan may be used as context information to assist with the identification of community benefit opportunities but is not required to. 




	Community Benefit Agreement
(CBA)
	A legally binding agreement between a local government and an entity (as a minimum) that identifies and details how benefits will be delivered to a community in the locality of a proposed development that is subject to the community benefit system. 
	The requirements for preparing and entering into a community benefit agreement are established in s.106Y and s.106Z of the Planning Act 2016.  
The format and structure of a community benefit agreement is determined by the parties that enter into the agreement, subject to the requirements of the Planning Act 2016.
The Community Benefit Agreements Guidance for Local Governments and Proponents dated July 2025 is a non-statutory resource to assist parties understand, negotiate and execute a community benefit agreement. 
	Proponent and local government
The Community Benefit Agreements Guidance for Local Governments and Proponents document identifies key considerations for the preparation of a Community Benefit Agreement, which is relevant to both local governments and proponents, whether they take a lead role or other role in the process. 
	Yes. A community benefit agreement is required to be prepared for any development identified in s.51F of the Planning Regulation 2017.
A community benefit agreement is required for the following development:
· Solar farm 1MW or more of output
· Wind farm
· Battery storage facilities 50MW or more of output.

The Chief Executive under the Planning Act 2016 (currently the DG of DSDIP) can waive the requirement for a community benefit agreement in certain circumstances under s.106ZE of the Planning Act 2016.
	No. A community benefit agreement may be used to address social impacts identified in a social impact assessment report, where discussed and agreed by the parties to the agreement, but is not required to.
It is expected that a CBA will be informed by a preceding SIA to ensure that benefits are targeted towards the specific needs of the communities most likely to be affected by the proposed development.  



	Yes. A community benefit agreement is the formal mechanism under the Planning Act 2016 to deliver community benefits.
Benefits can be provided in the form of contributing towards infrastructure or another thing for the community, or making a financial contribution to the community, as set out in s.106Y of the Planning Act 2016.
A community benefit agreement is a mechanism to deliver benefits ‘over and above’ or ‘in addition to’ minimum requirements for development.

	Development Assessment

	A standardised process to assess development applications under the Planning Act 2016. 

 
	The requirements for most development assessment in Queensland are established under the Planning Act 2016 and are supported by subordinate legislation, statutory instruments as well as state and local planning instruments, including:
· Planning Regulation 2017
· State Planning Policy
· Regional Plans
· Development Assessment Rules (DA Rules) 
· State Assessment Development Provisions (SDAP)
· Local Government Planning Schemes
	An applicant makes a development application.
Assessment of development applications is carried out by the assessment manager, which may be SARA or the relevant local government.
Where SARA is the assessment manager, section 34 of the Development Assessment Rules provides SARA the ability to seek third party advice from local government. 
A local government can also make a submission to SARA regarding a development application under section 53(6) of the Planning Act 2016. 
	Yes. A development application is required for any development identified as assessable development in either a local categorising instrument (such as a local government planning scheme) or the Planning Regulation 2017. 
The Planning Regulation 2017 identifies assessable development in Schedule 10.  The following parts of Schedule 10 are applicable to renewable energy projects
· Part 2 - Battery Storage Facilities
· Part 16AA – Solar Farms
· Part 21 – Wind Farms
	Yes.  Land use and development impacts are assessed and considered when determining if a development application should be approved, approved subject to conditions or refused.
Conditions of development approval are used to establish the extent of the approved development and to manage development impacts. Conditions must be reasonable and relevant.

Section 65AA provides for other permitted development conditions relating to development requiring SIA. 
	An impact assessment under the Planning Act 2016 permits a broad ranging assessment of a development proposal including having regard to relevant matters for the proposal. 
However, the community benefit system and development assessment system trigger different processes and requirements under the Planning Act 2016, particularly with respect to community benefits for a proposal.  



	Infrastructure Agreement (IA)
	A legally binding agreement between parties that establishes obligations for the funding or delivery of infrastructure. 
	The requirements for infrastructure agreements are established in Chapter 4, Part 4 of the Planning Act 2016.  
Infrastructure agreements are voluntary and must be negotiated in good faith.  In many cases, infrastructure agreements attach to the premises and bind the owner and the owner’s successors in title (subsequent owners if land is sold). 
An infrastructure agreement must address the matters identified in s.152 of the Planning Act 2016, if relevant. 
	Proponent and Local Government
Section 4.3 of the Local Infrastructure Planning Guidance for local governments and applicants identifies key considerations and principles for negotiating and preparing infrastructure agreements. 
	No. An infrastructure agreement is a voluntary agreement between parties. While it is a commonly used mechanism for the delivery of infrastructure, it is not a requirement to deliver infrastructure. 
	Infrastructure agreements may be entered into in relation to the delivery of infrastructure required as a result of proposed development, or to address the impacts of development.
	An infrastructure agreement may be used to deliver infrastructure-based benefits identified in a CBA, should that be considered suitable by the parties. 
To the extent of an inconsistency, a community benefit agreement prevails over an infrastructure agreement relating to the same development approval.





This resource is not an instrument prescribed by statute and provides no statutory guidance. Any references to policies are not an interpretation of those policies. The material or any part of the material in this resource (including any references to legislation) does not constitute legal advice. This resource should not be relied upon for the making of any decisions or the taking of any actions.
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