	

	

Renewable energy project - initial interaction checklist 
Each stage of renewable energy projects presents a different set of risks, opportunities and decisions. This tool supports councils by providing an early engagement checklist with the proponent to drive productive discussions and set the scene for future engagement.

	Project overview

	Confirm project technology 
	¨

	Verify project location and land tenure: freehold / crown land / lease arrangements
	¨

	Seek project timeline: key stages, estimated construction and operational start times
	¨

	Identify project stage: feasibility / scoping / early development / approvals / financial close / pre-construction / construction / operational / end-of-project-life
	¨

	Confirm proponent intentions: construct and operate / construct and sell
	¨

	Ask proponent to discuss how their project aligns with council plans, land use plans and economic development strategies
	¨

	Examine potential impacts on, or integration with, existing local industries
	¨

	Ask proponent to provide details on potential cumulative impacts from other energy project types within the Local Government Area (LGA) which may overlap in land use
	¨

	Inform proponent of road access constraints, over size over mass (OSOM) transport requirements and coordination expectations 
	¨

	Inform proponent: 
· of road access constraints
· of OSOM transport requirements and coordination expectations
· that a road user agreement may need to be amended at different points throughout a project accordingly
· that traffic counting and reporting is an ongoing responsibility (not just a one-off)
	

¨
¨
¨

¨




	Community impacts and engagement

	Record community consultation undertaken to date, including community baselines
	¨

	Seek a list of planned or ongoing engagement activities to support the Social Impact Assessment (SIA) and project development
	¨

	Identify key community concerns or issues (for example: visual amenity, noise, land access)
	¨

	Discuss proponent willingness to contribute to the development or update of a community place-based plan (if appropriate)
	¨

	Discuss complaint and grievance management procedure expectations
	¨




	Council shares

	Key strategic documents, community plans and key stakeholders
	¨

	A guide to doing business in the region, if appropriate
	¨

	Key policies and/or expectations in relation to the SIA and Community Benefit Agreement (CBA)
	¨

	Continued dialogue in relation to:
· infrastructure and service requirements
· road infrastructure agreement requirements, including use and condition of local roads, upgrades required, traffic management during construction and road closures
· anticipated need for services at both construction and operation, including water, waste, recycling and sewage
· impact on telecommunications / mobile coverage
	

¨
¨



¨

¨




This resource is not an instrument prescribed by statute and provides no statutory guidance. Any references to policies are not an interpretation of those policies. The material or any part of the material in this resource (including any references to legislation) does not constitute legal advice. This resource should not be relied upon for the making of any decisions or the taking of any actions.
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