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The Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning improves productivity and quality of life in 
Queensland by leading economic strategy, industry development, infrastructure and planning, for the benefit of all. 

  

Copyright 

This publication is protected by the Copyright Act 1968.  

 

Licence 

 

This work, except as identified below, is licensed by the Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure 
and Planning under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) 4.0 Australia licence. To view a copy of this licence, visit: 
http://creativecommons.org.au/  

 

You are free to copy, communicate and adapt this publication, as long as you attribute it as follows: 

© State of Queensland, The Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning, January 2020. 

Third party material that is not licensed under a Creative Commons licence is referenced within this document. All content not licensed under a 
Creative Commons licence is all rights reserved. Please contact the Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and 
Planning /the copyright owner if you wish to use this material. 

The Queensland Government is committed to providing accessible services to Queenslanders of all cultural and linguistic 
backgrounds. If you have difficulty understanding this publication and need a translator, please call the Translating and 
Interpreting Service (TIS National) on 13 14 50 and ask them to contact the Queensland Department of State Development, 
Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning on 07 3452 7100  

 

Disclaimer 

While every care has been taken in preparing this publication, to the extent permitted by law, the State of Queensland accepts no responsibility 
and disclaims all liability (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for all expenses, losses (including direct and indirect loss), damages 
and costs incurred as a result of  decisions or actions taken as a result of any data, information, statement or advice, expressed or implied, 
contained within. To the best of our knowledge, the content was correct at the time of publishing.  
 

Copies of this publication are available on our website at www.dsdmip.qld.gov.au and further copies are available upon request to:  

 

Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning 
PO Box 15009 City East, Queensland 4002. 

1 William Street Brisbane Qld 4000 (Australia) 

 

Phone: 13 QGOV (13 7468)  

Email: info@dsdmip.qld.gov.au  

Web: www.dsdmip.qld.gov.au 
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1.0 Background 
In May 2018, the Queensland Government announced a commitment of $125 million over four years to 
deliver a new 1500 capacity theatre to be located on the Playhouse Green, co-located with and operated 
by the Queensland Performing Arts Centre (QPAC). QPAC has also committed to contributing $25 
million towards the $150 million project. 
The New Performing Arts Venue (NPAV) will meet a growing audience and tourism demand, create new 
employment opportunities, strengthen Brisbane’s cultural tourism offering and will support the continued 
growth of performing arts in Queensland. It is anticipated that the NPAV has the potential to host an 
additional 300,000 visitors each year when fully operational.  
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2.0 The project 
2.1 Responsible entity 
The State of Queensland (represented by Department of Environment and Science) is the responsible 
entity for the delivery of the NPAV project.  
 

2.2 Project description 
The NPAV will deliver a minimum 1500 capacity theatre to meet audience and producer demand and 
support continued growth of performing arts in Queensland.  
The concept design for the NPAV was part of an international design competition and a rigorous 
evaluation process with the winning design announced by the Palaszczuk Government on 15 May 2019. 
With inspiration drawn from the Brisbane River, the design includes a cantilevered glass façade, two new 
studio spaces and transparent foyer spaces.  
The cantilevered design of the glass façade extends outside of the Reserve for Cultural Purposes where 
the existing QPAC building is located. To accommodate this essential design element for the new facility, 
a permanent volumetric road closure is required.  

2.2.1 Location 
The NPAV is proposed to be located within the existing Playhouse green, which is an area of open 
space adjacent to the Playhouse Theatre located at South Bank and is situated on Lot 700 on Survey 
Plan 273957 and Lot 822 on Survey Plan 257533. Lot 700 on Survey Plan 273957 is Reserve for 
Cultural Purposes (the Reserve) for which the State of Queensland (represented by Department of 
Environment and Science) is the registered trustee. The relevant part of Lot 822 on Survey Plan 257533, 
known as Russell Street, is land held in Freehold by South Bank Corporation.  
The proposed construction site is surrounded by the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre; 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation Headquarters; the Queensland Cultural Centre Precinct 
(encompassing QPAC, the Queensland Art Gallery, Gallery of Modern Art, State Library of Queensland 
and Queensland Museum); South Bank Parklands, restaurants and transport infrastructure (Victoria 
Bridge, Cultural Centre Busway, South Brisbane Railway State). 

2.2.2 Land Requirements  
Due to the cantilever design of the NPAV which extends outside of the Reserve area and will encroach 
over the road reserve on Grey Street, a permanent volumetric road closure is required. The underlying 
surface road area may be closed temporarily during construction for safety purposes, however there will 
be no permanent impact to pedestrian and vehicular traffic or the local authority as the owner of the 
road.  
The delivery of the NPAV may also require easements, pedestrian and vehicular traffic diversions, the 
opening, closing or rearranging of roads as well as access to private and state land for investigative 
purposes and temporary works. 
  



 

 

Queensland Performing Arts Centre Extension | New Performing Arts Venue 4 
 

 

2.2.3 Coordinator-General 
The Coordinator-General has functions and powers to facilitate large-scale and complex projects, while 
ensuring their environmental and social impacts are properly managed.  
The Coordinator-General may provide assistance to deliver the project through the use of the powers 
under the State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971. 



 

 
 

The Coordinator-General 
PO Box 15517, City East Qld 4002 
tel 13 QGOV (13 74 68) 
info@dsdmip.qld.gov.au 
www.dsdmip.qld.gov.au 
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