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The reservoir’s buffer area covers the land directly around the dam reservoir. The 
buffer area is defined as land between the ‘dam full line’ (full supply level) and either 
100 metres out from the dam full line or the ‘1-in-100-year with-dam’ flood line, 
whichever is larger (see diagram below). At certain locations around the dam, this line 
may be adjusted to account for local topography, property boundaries and other 
features. 
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To ensure the Traveston Crossing Dam is delivered successfully and is favo
the Mary Valley’s natural surroundings, the project requires land use changes across a 
number of areas. Current land uses in the project area are largely agricult
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(reservoir). Land use around to the reservoir will also change t
to protect
protected waterside habitat, wildlife corridors and vegetation offset area
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Project area 

The Traveston Crossing Dam will sub
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various streams will retain river-like characteristics.  The project ar
environmental impact statement included: 
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 dam access road covering 18 hectares on 1 property 

 relocating roads and infrastructure covering 765 hectares across 34 
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occur as a consequence of the project into 
larger lot sizes viable for rural uses. Where 
practical, this should particularly support 
the creation of viable lot sizes of 100 
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Compulsory conditions have been developed to ensure landscape changes are positive 
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Land use plan 

A land use master plan for all la
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Land restoration, enhancement and protection 

The Coordinator-General’s compulsory conditions are designed to creat
restore land and water habitats. Native vegetation around the dam wi
and restored and will incorporate land based movement corridors for animals 
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for species such as the lungfish, Mary River cod, Mary River turtle and giant barred 
frog—must be provided for outside the project area. A $10 million catchment 
enhancement program must be implemented in areas identified as important for these 
species. A steering committee will be established to guide and inform the program. 
The committee will contain representatives from community groups and relevant 
government agencies involved in water and land management in the Mary River region. 

alongside and around the reservoir area. T
attached map. 
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To enhance land animal movement to the east and west of the dam, corridors of largely 
continuous native vegetation will be provided. These will be at least 100
and will stretch from the waterside habitat around the reservoir to West
Forest on the eastside and either the Imbil State Forest on the western s
Amamoor State Forest to the north ea

A habitat restoration plan covering these protected habitat areas must b
for the Coordinator-General’s approval. This plan must contain a set of
rehabilitation benchmarks, including benchmarks for rehabilitating, enha
protecting habitat that must be met (and independently certified) befor
given to start construction of the dam wall.  

Additionally, protected refuge areas for animals in waterside habitat and in-stream—
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Construction works on the dam must 
incorporate erosion and sediment 
control plans. Land conditions must be 
closely monitored to detect and deal 
with any instances of erosion in an 
appropriate and timely way.

 

 

Sediment management 

Dams act as natural sedimen
Sediment settles in the dam as t
speed of water slows down in th
where the river meets the w
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t the dam site 
have been 
0 000 years. 

e the structure withstands 
ground movement considerably greater than what is expected. A seismic monitoring 
station will be installed in keeping with dam safety requirements. 

or the project’s environmental impact statement included a risk 
ation 
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The Coordinator-General has required that all investigations and proposed 
remediation works for sites containing contaminated land must be reviewed and 
approved by a ‘third party reviewer’ as defined by the Department of Environment and 
Resource Management.  

 

Land structure 

The dam is situated in a low earthquake-risk area. Geological studies a
have noted shear zones in the basement rock, however these structures 
solidly fused for millions of years with no movement in at least the last 2
These studies will inform the design of the dam to ensur

Contaminated land  

Land investigations f
assessment of 82 land sites identified as potentially contaminated. The investig
revealed 29 sites were medium risk and 53 sites were considered high ri
contaminated land sites.  

Consequently, contaminated land i
satisfactorily completed before storage of water commences, in
National Environmental Protection Measure and guidelines from Dep
Environment and Resource Management,. 




