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COMMUNITY 
HUB

Drawing inspiration from some of the world's most liveable cities, 
Aura is one of Australia's largest master planned communities, 
located on the Sunshine Coast. 

The design of the Community Hub has actively sought to achieve 
community integration. It has optimised the development of a local 
primary school to meet population demands, and to act as a catalyst 
site for integrated community facilities with educational and external 
community uses.
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FUNCTIONAL 
ELEMENTS
The project has several significant 
functional elements including:

 ▪ State primary school
 ▪ Shared community use and school 

use sports fields
 ▪ Community sports clubhouse
 ▪ Recreation trail across the site
 ▪ Community centre
 ▪ Multi-purpose hall
 ▪ Central booking process for facilities
 ▪ Parking
 ▪ Landscaped open space for informal 

play and activities

PARTNERS

Department of Education and Training

Sunshine Coast Regional Council

Community Hubs & Partnerships – 
Department of State Development

Economic Development Queensland

Stockland

Aura Community Hub (artists impression). Source: Deicke Richards

Notes: Stockland have contributed approx $1.5M towards 
the multi-purpose hall and Council community centre and 
the allocation of land.
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KEY ELEMENTS

1.  Community Centre 
The proposed 600m2 community centre overlooks and activates the proposed plaza space. The community centre, in 
conjunction with the plaza, multi-purpose hall, and proposed active and passive recreation spaces, create a key node 
underpinning the town centre. Entry to the building is proposed from the plaza space. A small car park along the southern 
edge of the building provides for disabled parking as well servicing of both the community centre and multi-purpose hall.

2.  Multi-purpose Hall  
The 1100m2 multi-purpose hall, is co-located with the community centre consolidating this hub of school and community 
activity. A covered link connected the two buildings along the edge of the plaza, providing a unifying architectural element. 
The multi-purpose hall also overlooks the plaza and it is envisaged the foyer would be located at this end of the building. 
The building can also open out to the north-east along its long axis engaging with the adjoining school spaces and 
allowing for a separate student access if required.

3.  Community Garden  
There are two possible locations for the 300m2 community garden. The first is in the lifestyle buffer adjoining the car park, 
whilst the second is as part of Council’s future building platform / area adjoining the sports fields.

4.  Town Square 
This plaza space is a key piece of public realm underpinning the town centre which can be used for markets and outdoor 
performances. A driveway located at the northern edge of the plaza provides access to the parking areas for the 
community centre, multi-purpose hall / school.

5.  Northern parking area  
This space provides for two parking areas — 25 spaces for Council and 53 spaces for the school staff. The layout allows the 
school parking to be separated physically by a gate / boom if required. All spaces will be available for community use 
outside school hours. 

6.  School Administration Building 
The proposed location of the school Administration Building maintains a close relationship with the street and is adjoined 
by the car park / set-down area.

7.  School car park and set down area 
This proposed car park contains 120 spaces plus 9 dedicated for school drop-off in a one-way circulation loop. A left in/left 
out intersection with the public street provides access to this car park. An additional entry is available from the internal 
driveway.  
An ‘on-street’ bus set down area adjoins this car park area with the capacity for three buses. There is a clear and direct 
pedestrian link from the shelter to the school ensuring a safe and easy movement for students. 

NOTE: a detailed traffic engineering assessment will inform final car park design.

8.  Main vehicle entry 
The sports fields, club house, shared car parking area and school drop-off are accessed from this roundabout. A central 
two-way driveway provides for emergency and service vehicle access to the sports fields and Council’s future building 
platform. 

9.  Shared car park  
This car park provides 43 spaces in a configuration that can be shared between the sports fields and school. A left in/left 
out access from the central driveway provides an additional access into this portion of parking. 

NOTE: a detailed traffic engineering assessment will inform final car park design.

10.  Council future building platform  
This 4660m2 site includes the central driveway and is to be retained by Council for a future facility. Buildings within this 
area may be developed to front the central driveway to provide a presence within this part of the precinct. 

11.  Clubhouse  
A 300m2 clubhouse and adjacent toilet facility (60m2) is located centrally within the sports fields to service this area. It 
opens onto a small north-facing plaza to allow for gathering on event days. An area for tiered seating is indicatively 
shown in front of the clubhouse. 

12.  Sports fields  
Two full size sports fields are provided with appropriate buffers and run-offs.

13.  Shared-use sports field 
This third sports field will be for the exclusive use of the school during school hours and for the community outside 
of hours.

14.  Recreation trail   
A 3 metre wide pedestrian / cycle path is provided north-south through the playing fields which connects to the adjoining 
on-street pedestrian and cycle infrastructure.

15.  School development area 
This area represents the main space allocation for the development of the primary school. 

NOTE: The location of WSUD treatment within the Neighbourhood Sports Park will be subject to detail design in the future.

LIFESTYLE BUFFER

70m x 122m
(soccer) 6m

6m

6m

10m

70m x 105m
(soccer)

70m x 105m
(soccer)

COUNCIL FUTURE BUILDING 
PLATFORM (approx. 4660m2 
site including driveway and 
portion of plaza)

Service vehicle 
access for school

Pedestrian 
access to bus 
set down

Walkway / c
overed link

Pedestrian 
entry point 
for school

SCHOOL 
ADMIN / 
BUILDING

MAIN STREET

1100m2 
MULTI-PURPOSE 
HALL

600m2 
COMMUNITY 
CENTRE

DISTRICT ACTIVITY 
CENTRE

Plaza

BUS SET DOW
N

Plaza

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

CONSERVATION 
RESERVE

CONSERVATION 
RESERVE

MIXED USE 

CLUB 
HOUSE 

On-street parking

RESIDENTIAL 

C
en

tr
al

 d
riv

ew
ay

43
 c

ar
 p

ar
ks

120 car parks + 9 drop-off spaces

53 car parks

25 car parks

11 car parks

possib
le 

servic
e point

Drop-off (one-way)

6m

Aura concept plan

Concept Diagram

Drawing

Checked  LW

Scale 1:500 @ A3

SD01A

Approved PR
Date 1 June 2016

Aura Community Precinct

Project 

160207

MULTI-PURPOSE HALL

MUSIC

SCIENCE

MAIN STREET

OUTDOOR ACTIVITY 

SPACE FOR 

COMMUNITY 

CENTRE

ENVIRONMENTAL

CORRIDOR

TOWN SQUARE

ENTRY FROM 

SCHOOL

PARKING

PARKING
SERVICES

COURTYARD

FUNCTIONVERANDAH
view

SPILL-OUT VERANDAH

ENTRY VERANDAH

PLAZA

STREET VERANDAH

KITCHEN

WC

Entry 

Foyer

Entry 

Foyer

E

E

OFFICES

MEETING

KITCHEN

Design Statement

The Aura Community Precinct is a unique neighbourhood centre 

corridor.  It
 combines retail, c

ommercial, a primary school, 

community facility and active and passive recreation areas.

A unique component of the Community Precinct project is a 

complex of buildings that combine community uses for council 

and sports hall, m
usic and robotics building for DET’s new 

primary school. The placement of the functional elements are 

adjacent to each other on two neighbouring pieces of land. 

The site is located on the ‘Main Street’ im
mediately to the 

north of the retial and commercial centre.

The two projects, are conceived as a single precinct as a 

series of buildings linked with verandah’s to create a sequence 

of outdoor spaces intertwined around the community and 

school uses. The buildings are orientated facing north and 

south which is suitable for sun and breezes.

The buildings are arranged as two buildings opening on to a 

a shared courtyard between the two. W
ithin this courtyard 

are the more shared spaces with the school’s hall, m
usic, 

science and kitchen opening onto it.

The precinct faces the town square opposite the broad north-

south environmental corridor. A
 generous verandah forms 

an edge to the town square as a civic gesture, lin
king the 

two entries. This verandah extends around the community 

building to form an awning as a desirable urban relationship 

with the ‘Main Street’. 

The entry to the community centre is placed on the corner of 

the civic verandah and ‘Main Street’.  T
he community centre 

is composed in a simple arrangement with the main meeting 

and small meeting rooms are found along the street. The street 

elevation has a small seat and vertical tim
ber screening and 

overlooking and surveillance. The ‘M
ain Street’ in

terface 

incorporates small courtyards, a sittin
g hall and an art w

all.

facing verandah creating a shaded and weather protected 

interface with the school playgrounds. The music, recording 

and science rooms address the courtyard with access from 

both the courtyard on the south, and the school to the north. 

The main access to the hall is along the southern edge with 

access to the stage and musical robotics with a verandah 

access to the main entry to the building.

The building is formed as folded pitched roof forms for the lower 

columns with the higher volume of the hall integrated within. 

CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTORS
Ongoing commitment to 
shared operations

Availability of land and  
flexibility for site locations

Funding commitment for 
construction and operation

Early planning helped manage 
relationship between the 
funding bodies

Funding and delivery partnerships 
for the long -term implementation 
and management of the 
community hub

Smart design, optimising space 
through the development of high 
density school buildings to allow 
room for open play space
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KEY ELEMENTS

1 Community Centre

2 Multi-purpose hall

3 Community garden

4 Town square

5 Northern  
parking area

6 School administration 
building

7 School car park and set 
down area

8 Main vehicle entry

9 Shared car park

10 Council future building 
platform

11 Clubhouse

12 Sports fields

13 Shared-use sports fields

14 Recreation trail

15 School development area



 
OPPORTUNITIES

 ▪ Delivery of school, community 
centre and district sports facilities 
co-location increases visibility, 
accessibility and celebration of 
education within community

 ▪ Opportunity to integrate STEM 
classroom within community facing 
areas of the school

 ▪ Site optimisation through shared fields 
and multi-purpose hall

 
CHALLENGES

 ▪ Reduced building platform as a 
result of smaller than traditional 
lot allocation for primary school, 
combined with environmental buffer

 ▪ Balancing requirements 
between funding partners (DET, 
SCRC, Stockland)

 ▪ Potential management issues 
following implementation of 
community facilities

STAKEHOLDER 
BENEFITS

Stockland
 ▪ Secure early delivery of school to activate 

community and attract residents
 ▪ Minimise inefficient use of land

Department of Education 
and Training

 ▪ Programming of infrastructure delivery
 ▪ Shared maintenance
 ▪ Maximising utilisation of facilities

Sunshine Coast Regional Council
 ▪ Sport facilities are activated and supervised
 ▪ Early delivery of facilities for new residents
 ▪ Activated community gathering spaces

Community Hubs & Partnerships 
(CHaPs) and Department of  
State Development

 ▪ Aligns with CHaPS strategic goals
 ▪ Maximisation of financial and 

land resources
 ▪ Opportunities for shared service delivery

Economic Development Queensland
 ▪ High quality community infrastructure 

in new growth community in Priority 
Development Area

Community
 ▪ High quality community infrastructure
 ▪ Ease of access to diverse facilities 

and services

Aura Community Hub (artists impression). Source: Deicke Richards

Case study prepared by Urbis Pty Ltd to provide a 
snapshot of an interesting hub example using publicly 
available data and information sources. This includes 
websites of partner agencies, evaluation documents and 
other case studies.
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